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to that proportion the tenth was paid to the Levites under the law, which was called the first tithing; and this was accounted an inheritance which was to continue for ever, after the other tithes, superadded by that law, were abolished with it, such was the leaving one corner of the field unreaped, amounting to a sixtieth part, the offering the first fruits, the redeeming the first born both of man and beast. Therefore this proportion being paid by the inspired patriarchs, it became a settled provision for the Levitical priesthood, and was universally paid, even by the heathens themselves, who derived this custom from them by tradition, and not from any positive law of Moses; for, in imitation of such payment made by Abraham, they paid tithes of spoils to their kings, or chief magistrates, which was never done by the Jews, and this was not only voluntary, but it was of the best, and it was from thence that Edecumata signified the chiefest thing, and Fluctus Decumanus the highest wave. It was a proportion agreeable to the reason of the greatest part of mankind, and it being generally paid by the Gentiles when our SAVIOUR was born, there seems to be no occasion of any positive or express command in the Gospel for this payment, because both Jews and Gentiles were agreed in it before. However, we have some intimations of it there, for what else can be the intention of rendering unto GOD, the things which are GOD'S ? which the fathers interpret to be tithes, first fruits and oblations, for no man think it was meant literally. Besides, our SAVIOUR himself speaks of tithing mint, annise, and cummin, and HE appointed a maintenance for the ministers of His Gospel, which could not be less than a tenth part, because a meaner priesthood had so much before HE was born, and another reason may be, because the Christian priests were commanded to be hospitable, which could not well be with a smaller proportion. It is true, the Apostle expresses himself indefinitely to the Corinthians, viz-, that they who preach the Gospel should live by it, but this livelihood must certainly be the tenth part, because it was to be like that of the Jewish Priests and Levites, and this appears by the best expositors of that text. But the meaning is plain without a.n exposition, a-nd this out of the whole frame and contexture of the